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press release  

New Hydropower Scheme Gives Fish a Free Pass on the River Monnow 

Monmouth, Wales (Sep 23, 2009) HRH Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, has officially 
opened a new hydropower scheme and fish pass on the River Monnow in 
Monmouthshire. A crowd of dignitaries and neighbors gathered to watch, landowner 
Ronald Kear moved one giant step closer to realizing his dream of power … hydropower 
that is. 
Two years ago, Kear unearthed the foundations of a 110-year-old hydropower station 
during a renovation in his back garden. Further research led him to the discovery that this 
had been the source of electricity for the residents of Monmouthshire until the 
nationalization of the power grid in 1953. 

“I saw a program about renewable 
energy,” said Mr. Kear.  
“I considered the benefits of 
providing electricity and heat to our 
new home and thought – it’s 
environmentally friendly and cost 
effective – why not do it here?” 

Kear took his renewable energy idea to Environment Agency Wales. Together, they used 
technology devised by the second century BC engineer, Archimedes of Syracuse, to 
design a hydropower station powered by an Archimedes screw. The device draws water 
up by placing a screw inside a hollow pipe. The bottom end of the pipe scoops up water, 
which slides up in the screw as the shaft is turned, until it finally pours out from the top.  

 
Ronald Kear’s new hydropower station will produce 670MW of green energy annually. 
That’s enough to provide heat and electricity to his home and 152 of his neighbors before 
selling the surplus power to the National Grid. 
  
The screw is also safe enough to enable fish to get “lift” up or down by allowing them to 
travel with the flow of water re-opening more than 125 miles of the River Monnow to 
migrating salmon. 

 
Andy Schofield, water quality strategy manager at Environment Agency Wales said, “The 
benefits of this partnership extend beyond green power. By removing the 300-year-old 
weir, we have been able to revive and improve ecological quality of the water and return 
more wildlife to the river than ever before.”  
  
This project was funded by Mr. Kear and through a £600k grant from Financial 
Instrument for Fisheries Guidance (FIFG) allocated by the Welsh European Funding 
Office. Environment Agency Wales is working to bring all rivers in Wales up to a ‘good’ 
standard by 2027 as required by the Water Framework Directive, a major environmental 
initiative to make Wales’ natural waters even better. 

### 
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wind energy program  
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Phytophthora ramorum  
article 

Forestry Commission Wales fights fatal tree disease 

While the spread of the pathogen has  declined through the 
felling of infected trees, there is still concern regarding the 
spread of Phytophthora ramorum to the remaining 
Japanese larch on the Estate. 
  
Owen Thurgate, Project Manager at Forestry Commission 
Wales, said, "The worst case scenario would have been to 
have found the same number, or even more, trees infected 
by the disease this year as last year. 
  
"The advice of Forest Research scientists to prevent the 
disease’s spread is to fell infected trees to kill the living 
plant material on which the Phytophthora ramorum 
pathogen depends.  
  
“While it is worrying that we will have to fell a large 
number of infected trees again this year, it would seem that 
our decision to swiftly fell infected trees, last year has 
helped us to better manage this major outbreak." 
  
As  further woodland surveys continue, Forestry 
Commission Wales is asking local landowners and the 
public to be vigilant in helping to detect the disease. 

Resolven, Wales (Jul 7 2012) Walking through the woods in 
Wales has been a less than blissful experience over the past 
two years. The landscape has changed and lush green banks of 
larch have been transformed into a wasteland of dying trees 
and empty spaces. Many of you are writing to Forestry 
Commission Wales  asking what’s happened. 
  
The reason  for this dramatic change has become one of 
forestry’s worst nightmares. Many years ago, Forestry 
Commission Wales planted Japanese larch. This deciduous 
conifer is  fast growing and provides durable wood for use in 
home construction.  
  
In 1995, large numbers of California tanoaks began to die 
mysteriously. Forest Research scientists discovered that this 
was due to an infection of a new strain of  fungal  pathogen 
now known as Phytophthora ramorum. The pathogen is 
transmitted primarily through water. Erratic weather patterns, 
fog and rain act as carriers. In the years that followed, trees  
including oak, rhododendron and larch all over the world 
became infected with the pathogen causing millions of acres of 
damage.  Last year, more than 2,000 

acres of Japanese larch were 
found to be infected on the 
Welsh Woodland Estate.  
Forestry Commission Wales 
surveyors have recently 
identified a further 600 acres 
in the Afan Valley woodland 
near Port Talbot. While this is 
only 0.60 percent of the total 
Welsh Woodland Estate, it is 
still a significant loss to the 
commercial stock. 

"We are determined to minimize the impacts of ramorum 
disease on woodlands and the forest industry, and the 
support of woodland owners in looking out for early signs of 
infection will continue to play a key role in our disease 
management strategy," said Owen. 
 
Symptoms of the disease include loss of foliage and lesions – 
sometimes known as bleeding cankers - that exude fluid from 
infected bark, visible as a rough black crust on the trunk.  
  
Phytophthora ramorum is not harmful to humans or animals, 
and all public woodlands remain open to visitors, except in 
areas where felling operations are taking place, which are 
temporarily closed for safety reasons. 
  
Owen said, "We are appealing to everyone who works in or 
visits the affected forests to help us contain this outbreak by 
observing some biosecurity precautions so that the pathogen 
is not inadvertently spread on boots, bicycle or vehicle 
wheels, tools or machinery.  
  
"Signs explaining these simple precautions will be placed at 
the entrances to forests where ramorum disease is present. “ 
  
Fortunately, Phytophthora ramorum does not harm the 
timber, and biosecurity measures have been put in place to 
allow logs from infected trees  to be taken to licensed 
sawmills without spreading the pathogen to other trees or 
plants. 
  
"Last year, we found that the dry autumn helped to reduce 
the spread of the spores that cause ramorum disease," said 
Owen. "We therefore expect that the disease’s progress will 
depend on the weather this autumn, too, so the drier the 
conditions later this year, the better." 
  
Forestry Commission Wales has  been working with Forest 
Research scientist to replant affected areas beginning in the 
spring of 2013. The new woodlands will be a mixture of 
native and commercial tree species resistant to the pathogen 
and tailored to meet the needs of forest users and local 
wildlife. 

 ###  
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Green frog blog 

  
"If the bee disappeared off the surface of the globe then man would only have four years of life left.  No more bees, no 
more pollination, no more plants, no more animals, no more man." 
Albert Einstein 
 
A recent article entitled Bee protection: US in spotlight as EU bans pesticides, in the U.K.'s Guardian Environment Network 
should give any follower of environmental news cause for concern. 
 
The piece begins with three interesting statistics: 
 
• One of every three bites of food eaten worldwide depends on pollinators, especially bees, for a successful harvest. 
• For much of the past 10 years, beekeepers, primarily in the United States and Europe, have been reporting annual hive 

losses of 30 percent or higher, substantially more than is considered normal or sustainable. 
• But this winter, many U.S. beekeepers experienced losses of 40 to 50 percent or more, just as commercial bee 

operations prepared to transport their hives for the country's largest pollinator event: the fertilizing of California's 
almond trees. 
 

While there is no confirmation stating that the use of pesticides known as neonicotinoids are behind the rapid decline of 
pollinators; the European Commission has issued a ban on the pesticide pending further review. 
 
Here in the US, neonicotinoids are routinely used on more than 100 million acres of corn, wheat, soy and cotton. The 
Environmental Protection Agency is facing a lawsuit brought on by environmental advocacy organizations and commercial 
beekeepers. Apparently, they were too busy providing "conditional registrations" to speed up the approval process for 
chemical companies to stop and think about what effect these new chemicals would have on the environment. Has 
"environmental protection" become an oxymoron? 
 
Before you shake your head and say "whatever," consider the following... 
1.you eat 
2.the bees help make nice things like cherries and strawberries 
3.no bees, no cherries, no you 
 
You can show your support for this issue by taking action. In less than a minute, you can sign a petition on any of the 
following sites:  change.org  (US) , 38degrees.org (UK), foe.org (UK), avaaz.org (EU) 

Is the EPA bee-hind on the use of pesticides? 
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Green frog blog 

Can you have faith and still believe in 
climate change? 
Posted on May 18, 2013 by Green Frog Blog 

 “I’m grateful for your friends’ concern for the environment—but no, they aren’t right when they say the Bible isn’t concerned about the 
environment. In fact, of all people, Christians should be the most concerned for the environment. 
 
“Why is this? The reason is because Christians know God created the world, and we are only its stewards or trustees. The very  first verse of 
the Bible says, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). When we see the world as a gift from  God, we will 
do our best to take care of it and use it wisely, instead of poisoning or destroying it. 
 
“We don’t worship the earth; instead, we realize that God gave it to us, and we are accountable to Him for how we use it. After creating 
Adam, the first man, the Bible says, “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of  it” (Genesis 
2:15). God didn’t tell him to exploit the world or treat it recklessly, but to watch over it and use it wisely. Like a good ruler, we should seek 
the welfare of everything God entrusts to us—including the creation. The Bible says, “A righteous man cares for the needs of his animal” 
(Proverbs 12:10).” 
 
Billy Graham 
 
As an environmental advocate, I am often frustrated by argument that the efforts that are being made to protect the environment are a 
waste of time. If it’s God’s will that the Earth comes to a fiery end – then so be it. Wow! That is a mind blowing sentiment. But is it fair to 
say that religious people don’t believe in climate change? Absolutely not!  I have been looking around to try and find out what the story is 
behind faith and the environment. Fortunately, there is good news. Faith groups have been working hard to demonstrate that we are all 
stewards of our planet:: 
 
Local faith groups produce manual on how to go green 
Earth Day: environmentalists look to Pope Francis with hope 
Interfaith Power and Light 
350Faith 
The New Values Voters: Faith Groups And Climate Change 
Time to Wake Up The Faith-Based Community and Climate Change 
 
That makes me feel better! There are so many different faith based groups and organizations that really are trying to communicate positive 
environmental messages. The US government also realizes the importance of including faith leaders in the discussion of climate change. 
So – where does this perception that religious people don’t believe in climate change come from?  Many faiths make some reference to the 
“end time.” Christianity is not the only faith that believes in this. The “rapture,” however, is a different kind philosophy. There are roughly 
30 million members of the Christian fundamentalist movement in the United States, many followers of this faith group do not believe in 
climate change or in environmentalism. It would be unfair of me to paraphrase how the cause of environmentalism is viewed – but 
the Rapture Ready website offers an argument that may be worth reading. It lays out one argument against environmentalism in detail. If 
this is view of just one religious group – why are we hearing it more? Well, to be honest, they have a pretty strong political voice. That in 
itself is the foundation of another debate: 
 
The ‘Green Dragon’ Slayers: How the Religious Right and the Corporate Right are Joining Forces to Fight Environmental Protect ion 
The Link Between Climate Change Denialism and Fundamental Christianity 
The Political Dominance of Fundamentalism 
 
In the battle for the environment – our real enemies are  wrath, greed, sloth, pride, lust, envy, and gluttony. I’m afraid these are not only 
biblical in origin – but in proportion. How can you argue with a group of people so closed minded about the effects of climate change? I 
honestly don’t know. But you can find some solace in the fact that 284 million people in the US don’t think the same way.  A majority of 
faith groups are willing to accept their role as stewards of our planet. 
 
Keep the faith – 
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Green frog blog 

Be the change … pass it on 
Posted on May 03, 2013 by Green Frog Blog 

 Last week, I followed the progress of the UN Climate Change conference in Bonn, Germany. I was mortified when I read what most 
Americans think about climate change. There was, however, a glimmer of an idea forming in the back of my mind.  Environmental 
groups and PR agencies often use the pitch that we should make a change. Compelling people to take action by signing a petition, 
writing a politician, going on a march, so forth and so on. I ought to know – I’ve done it too. 
 
Stop for a minute and think … 
• How well is this strategy working out for you? 
• Have you noticed how stubborn these people can be? 
• Have you place your faith in change – in the hands of the wrong people? 
• Is it possible that you have become a bit tired of thinking up new ways of making people do anything let alone take action on 

climate change? 
 
What’s up with that?!?!  How about being the change?  
 
I can hear you … “Well duh, that’s just another word.” 
Ummm … no it isn’t. 
 
Here are 5 things that you can do to change your PR strategy for the better: 
 
Practice what you preach. 
How environmentally friendly and ethically responsible is your office, your travel, your business card, your coffee? We have Skype 
now – do you really need to be on that plane for a meeting? 
Being a hypocrite is not cool. 
 
Provide economic value. 
The reason why China is cornering the market on carbon trading is because they know something about business. Providing a 
rational and reasonable ROI is what people are in search of. As you can see – the whole “making the world a better place” pitch is 
getting you nowhere. Go back to the drawing board and find a way to demonstrate how sustainability works financially.  
 
Consider Cassandra. 
Have you ever heard of the “Cassandra dilemma?” Environmental organizations are justifiably concerned about the loss of habitat and 
the extinction of species. Consider this – when bombarded with information signifying impending doom – people don’t listen because 
you are throwing their own mortality at them. It is instinctive in humans to deny their own mortality for as long as possible – 
otherwise – they would run around shouting “We’re all gonna die!” Everyone dies. If you saw someone running around shouting 
“We’re all gonna die!” what would your initial reaction be? “Yes we are!” or “I’m keeping my distance until I know what’s happening.” 
If someone can tune out their own mortality – what makes you think that your shouting will get through? 
 
Reverse your statistics. 
If 70 percent is going wrong – that means that 30 percent is going right … right? Every day, the media bombards us with so much 
negative statistical information – that instinctively tune it out. By focusing attention on the 30 percent and rising – you can change 
the course of a news story and capture attention by using positive messaging to get through. The success is due to the conservation 
and sustainability efforts made by thousands. People want to do what’s right – but only if there are other people doing it too. Weird 
psychology – but it works and gets better press. 
 
Be a classmate – not a hall monitor. 
Wouldn’t you prefer a conversation to a lecture? I’ve spent years translating technical language into conversation because no  one 
wants to be told what to do. By engaging your audience (with the advent of social media – literally engaging your audience in the 
conversation) everyone learns more. You learn what matters to them and they learn about what’s happening and what they can do . 
Drop the structure and share information in a friendly way. No saints and high horses – just people talking about what to do next. 
Being the change means rethinking how you develop messages and engage with your audience. By opening your mind and dropping 
language and the titles that divide – you can compel positive action.  
 
Look around – there is only so much we can do to get our politicians to make decisions. We need to start making our own. 
Environmental change for the better is possible.  As communicators, we can take action and be the catalyst for change.  
We’re not just being paid to tell others what to do. We have to be the change too . 
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